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For nearly thirty years, England’s Community 
Forests have been transforming the landscapes 
and communities in and around our largest 
towns and cities.

These ten organisations (supported by partners from the public, private and voluntary sectors, 

and of course, local communities themselves) bring trees and people together to create healthy, 

inspiring resilient places for humans and nature to live, side by side.

The impact of this work is colossal. The Community Forests have created healthy, liveable and 

economically rewarding places. Through innovation and a long-term commitment to the areas 

where they work, the Community Forests have empowered communities to transform their local 

landscapes. They have enabled communities to adapt to the effects of climate change and even 

contributed to the mitigation of these effects and they helped to ensure that trees and woodlands 

are at the very heart of what it is to be an urban landscape today.

England’s Community Forests are innovative and adaptive, and are ready to help shape  

a future where trees and woodlands are an even greater priority for us all.
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England’s Community Forests:  
Place

Transforming places with people and trees 
England’s Community Forests are bringing trees and people together to create healthy, inspiring 

and resilient places for communities and nature to live side by side. The trees and woodlands of the 

Community Forests are made by people and have a place in the everyday lives of many.

Engaging with communities 
England’s Community Forests work with schools, community groups, friends groups and more, and 

across the full spectrum of our diverse communities. They focus their work in urban areas where most 

people live, work and travel and which therefore matter most in people’s daily lives. They connect urban 

populations with the wider landscape, whether for recreation, flood management, biodiversity or a host 

of other benefits.

Innovative and adaptive 
England’s Community Forests are creative and experimental, adapting to new circumstances and 

trying out new ways of engaging and transforming. They help communities to respond and adapt to 

climate change and the many environmental uncertainties that accompany climate change. They are 

also responsive to societal and policy developments – trees meet the community’s needs for a safe, 

attractive place, good health, economic development and connection with thriving nature.

Community forestry for the long term
England’s Community Forests are leaders. They dynamically engage with communities and policy, and 

they are ready for the future as it emerges. They transcend changing policy agendas and are helping to 

shape a more sustainable future by looking ahead to society’s wellbeing and environmental needs.
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England’s Community Forests:  
Purpose

Making places better with trees 
Community Forests exist where the need is greatest; through more trees and accessible 

woodlands, they contribute to healthier, more liveable and more economically rewarding places. 

Trees are the route to a range of ecosystem services that support communities’ resilience and 

ability to recover.

Real places and spaces that people can spend time 
They have boundaries and spatial plans, so they can work with planning authorities. The Forest 

boundaries define the areas of need and provides an opportunity to engage a range of local 

partners. They also provide a means to target resources.

Connecting people and place 
They engage people through place making and place being. They improve access to treescapes, 

which in turn improve people’s health and wellbeing. By connecting with place making they 

support a sense of purpose and community empowerment. Community Forests also enable 

people to get involved, and through the simple act of planting and nurturing a tree, they can 

connect to their environment in a powerful way.

Large-scale mosaics within landscape scale areas
Within the Community Forests boundaries, England’s Community Forests work at many different 

scales. Projects of all sizes and scope happen within the Community Forest areas and the decision 

on what is an appropriate scale for the Community Forest will be based on local perception  

and decision.
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England’s Community Forests:  
Organisation

Facilitated by a dedicated organisation 
The Community Forests have capacity to deliver, and create this capacity through appropriate 

organisational structures and teams. They may be charities, social enterprises, or local authority 

teams. They have spatial plans and business plans to support this capacity to deliver and to 

enable others to work with them.

Working in partnership 
In each of the Community Forests there is team, which facilitates the Community Forest in 

partnership with like-minded groups. It is a catalyst. Its organisational capacity attracts and 

supports partners.

Working with local authorities
The Community Forests work to ensure the Community Forest Plan is embedded effectively in 

local government policy, and vice versa. The spatial plans are an essential component of this 

working relationship, which ensures that planning authorities can take proper account of them.

Working collectively as members of England’s  
Community Forests
Collectively, and in their diverse ways, they work together as a national association to ensure 

credibility, influence and creative sharing and learning.
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England’s Community Forests



Thank you!
From everyone at England’s 
Community Forests.

www.englandscommunityforests.org.uk

Supported by

http://www.englandscommunityforests.org.uk



